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An all-in-one overview of the 
legal framework for special 

education in Ontario

The only book to examine the 
law in such an in-depth fashion
This indispensable resource covers practically every 
subject, including:

the creation and maintenance of the Special Education Plan • 
the role of the Special Education Advisory Committee• 
the identifi cation, placement and appeal process• 

The legal obligations of educators and the legal 
context in which special education is delivered 
is examined including:

an outline of the administrative scheme • 
under which special education is delivered 
(including the new standards for special 
education plans)
the Individual Education Plan (IEP)• 
the role of the • Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms and the Ontario Human 
Rights Code
a brief summary of the decisions that • 
impact upon special education
the legal process set out in the • Education 
Act for the delivery of special education

Since the fi rst edition of An Educator’s Guide to Special Education was 

published in 2001, many signifi cant changes in education law have occurred 

that are important for an educator to understand to ensure that special 

education programmes are properly delivered. 

An essential reference 
work for every educator
The second edition provides the same excellent, 
comprehensive information contained in the fi rst 
edition, but also details changes to the Ontario 
Human Rights Code and the Education Act and 
how the changes impact upon educators. It 
updates case law generated by the courts, the 
Special Education Tribunal and the Human Rights 
Tribunal on special education issues. 

New chapters include:

disciplining students with special needs• 
the role of parent advocates• 
the accommodation of students with • 
special needs at the post-secondary level 

A complete and 
comprehensive account
Written clearly and comprehensively, this guide 
sets out the legal framework with practical advice 
and is for use on a daily basis to help educators 
navigate this highly technical and challenging area 
of education law.

It delivers:

legal principles • 
relevant case law• 
a critical guide to navigating the legal • 
processes

Who will benefi t:
Practitioners• : whether experienced, new or in-house school 
board counsel, this book provides a succinct overview of the legal 
principles that apply and an easy reference to cases that have been 
decided in the area.

Educators• :  a critical guide to navigating the legal processes in the 
increasingly contentious world of special education.

Parents and advocates• : who have issues regarding special 
education and need help to understand the legal aspects of their 
concerns.
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